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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Letter was ſolely in- 
tended for the private eye of The King; 
but as the author found every avenue to his 

Sovereign ſhut up, except through the me- 
dium of the Preſs, he, at the ſolicitation of 
his friends, and by the advice of many 
whoſe opinion he regards more than his 
own, adopted the reſolution of making it 
public; and ſhall deem it the happieſt 
period of his life, if it is found to contribute, 
either to the improvement of His Majeſty's 
troops, or the ſafety of his ſubjects. 
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LETTER 10 KING. 


SIRE, 


IT H every e of reſpect 1 your Royal Perſon, 
the higheſt reverence for your government, and a zeal 
bank upon enthuſiaſm for the ſervice in which I have paſſed 
eight years of my life, I approach your Majeſty ; and with the 
humility of a ſubject, and the freedom of a ſoldier, entreat per- 
miſſion to ſtate ſome obſervations on your Majeſty's Army in 
general, and the corps of Foot Guards in particular, If my 
ſentiments merit your Majeſty's peruſal, and in any degree con- 
tribute to the benefit of the ſervice, it will add to the happineſs 
of a life I would devote to my king and country. If, on the 


contrary, they are deemed unworthy of attention, I can only 
apologize to your Majeſty for a preſumption that originated in 
an honeſt zeal, and the conſciouſneſs of having meant well. 
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TE CORPS or FOOT GUARDS. 


YOUR Majeſty” s Foot Guards, perhaps the fineſt corps in the 
world, are ſatiriſed by diſciplinarians, for their i ignorance of the 
ſervice. That this cenſure is, in ſome degree, founded, muſt ariſe 


from their having little experience, except what they attain on 
the «og in St. 3 8 1 


The MARTINETS of marching regiments, pluming themſelves 
upon their ſuperior knowledge of military tafics, frequently = 
ridicule the effeminacy of the officers of this corps, To ſtate the 
grounds of their ridicule, and to propoſe a plan to prevent 


effeminacy obtruding itſelf ſtill more into your Majeſty” army, 
1s the  oby ect of this , 


If we ute a retroſpeQive \ view for many years preceding the 
preſent period, we ſhall find that men of the firſt families have 
paid great attention- to every vacant enſigney in the Guards. 
Having obtained a commiſſion for a ſon, with or without pur- 

I chaſe, as it might happen, the next object is to lay a foun- 
= dation for his rapid promotion. While the ſon finds pleaſure 
Ii . and amuſement in the little attendance to the duty. of his 
| | . "2 corps,” the father 1s | Rrengthening | His intereſt. at the War- 
== Office, | 


"The young ſoldier, now . into life, Cards i in a gay 
ö metropolis ſufficient food for his vanity. He is initiated in vices 
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and Follies; vibich, though totally inconſiſtent with the duty of 
a ſoldier, his rank and fortune enable him to indulge: but theſe 
it is not any immediate concern of mine to notice, farther than 
relates to their influence upon the ſervice. | 


With great beni, 1 N to 1 before 1 your. Ma 2 


| ſome collateral ee, which an open. a 1255 t your 
Ae eaten. 


_ 


The feminacy with which this corps Bas been ; ig: is 
chiefly owing to the want of internal economy, and the! improper 
diſtribution of the different battalions. It is not poſſible for an 


Officer to know the duty and character of a 2 without being | 
a is en with him in mch. 


It at preſent reſts with the executive 888 of Government, 
to obtain the conſent of both Houſes of Parliament, to provide, 


not only barracks for your Majeſty s Foot Guards, but alſo to 
| have regular cantonments* erected throughout the kingdom for 


the 


The propriety of having barracks. for the accommodation of ſoldiers, who 
protect the lives and properties of your Majeſty's ſubjects, no one will deny; and 
a recent, though unfortunate, circumſtance, proves the neceſſity. When the inſur- 
rections at Birmingham took place, there were not any military at a leſs diſtance 
than fifty miles. Their preſence would haye prevented all the evils that afterwards 
followed. The reaſon given for their not being quartered i in the vicinity, was, that 


Cc Birmingbam 


81 


wet reception of marching regiments. T ils N if tried, bol. 
E am eee . if not remove the evil. 


The Aiftribution of 15 privates in the Guards, is productive of 
the moſt pernicious, and often the moſt dangerous effects. N Their 
being billeted on publicans, expoſes them to the temptation of 
frequent intoxication ; for, in fuch receptacles, they too often meet 
with looſe and- diſorderly aſſociates, by whom they are led into 
expences that the pay of a ſoldier cannot ſupport ; and from. 


hence proceed their conſequent men on the r and 
: e of Las . . | 
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30 Theſe « with, | e en believe, would be prevented by 
a well- regulated barrack, where the ſoldiers muſt attend the 
different parades, as well as roll. calling, which might be repeated 
as often as the diſcretion of the Commanding Officer found it 
neceſſary, or, by his 0 order, given to the Officer of the day; ; and 
% alſo at tattoo, when each ſoldier is obliged to repair to bis quarters. 
By this well-regulated ſoldier-like ſyſtem, incidents. of an evil 
tendency. would be avoided ; diſcipline regularly attended to; ; 
meſſes regulated for the ey ; and weider preſerved. 


' Birmingham being a manu aQuring town) troops ſtationed, and foldiers billeted i in 


their houſes, incommoded their workmen. To remove this trifling grievance, the 


res and property of the inhabitants were expoſed... The incendiaries knew' that 
none of the army were near; and that therefore they could at _ time er the 


8 "Om muito . hence palate the late EitruAive: tumuſts. * 
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A 85 ſoldier finds a pleaſure in obeying his ſuperiors: ſubor- 
123 becomes habitual, and by no means unpleafant to him. 
When he finds his Officer ſtrict and attentive to duty, the faithful 
fellow, emulous to pleaſe, follows the noble example of his com- 


mander. 4 Briti iſh ſoldier is a generous character A Briti fiſh 
boldier i is a brave man ! 


Having 1 che . of h 5 eſpecially 
for the Foot Guards, it now becomes neceſſary to urge other 
motives in ſupport of my opinion, and to prove the utility of my 
plan. Excluſive of the above-mentioned advantages reſpecting 
the eaſe and convenience of the military in barracks, I ſhall next 
endeavour to prove, that the want of barracks introduces and feeds 
_ that effeminacy which the Officers of your Majeſty's Guards are 
charged with. Here I muſt be permitted to enforce my firſt 
poſition: ©* No Officer can know the duty and character of a 
ſoldier, unleſs he is regularly quartered with him in barracks. 

The want 5 barracks tae the accommodation of Officers ind 
Privates in your Majeſty's Foot Guards, fruſtrates the ends for 
- which military diſcipline 1 fo deſigned. The men are ſcattered and | 
left to their own diſcretion: the Officers, whoſe fortunes are 
generally opulent, neglect their duty, and devote their hours to 
_ the purſuit of pleaſure. Except when it is their turn for duty, at 
a review of neceſſaries, a field-day or a muſter, relaxation takes 
place of ſtrict attention to duty, and renders the Officers and 
ſoldiers inattentiye to chat ſervice, which Feery method ſhould 
yes 3 be 
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55 be taken to en e. with che es of _ what: it really 


898 
4 


-an honour. 


That the NY conſequences attending theſe defects! in military 
Asehe would be removed by the introduction of barracks, will 
appear from the following reaſons. The Officers quartered with 
their battalions would parade twice a day, to examine the arms, 
= uniformity, neatneſs, and ſobriety of the ſoldiers: and, by habit, | 
= 1 they would find a ſatisfaction in attending to their duty. N 
=_ ſoldiers would acquire conſequence and. confidence in themſelves 

by witneſſing the attention of their ſuperiors, who would thus 
become acquainted with the - temper and diſpoſition of their 
6 men; , which is as neceſſary a ſtudy to form a good ſoldier, as 


it is a nec for a men to model a child, or a anner 
"his Og 


wi - 54 next 6 lacks to . . of ſome moment. 
by eſtabliſhing barracks for the uſe of your Majeſty's Guards, 
excluſive of other advantages, on the ſerjeant' 8 calling over the 
. roll of the company, previous to their being brought to the 
1 regimental parade, the names of the privates, and their per- 
| FR 3 5 "ſons, would become familiar to the Officers attached to the - 
company. Wuereas, by the preſent mode, it is doubtful if 
8 any Officer, Majors and Adjutants excepted, in the three regi- 
. ments of Foot Guards, can ſtand in front of his own company, 
and call Promiſeuouſſy from the ranks, half the men by their 
Dk names. "This" Ty to my — the ludicrous 


anecdote 


* 


ö L 1 5 

anecdote I have heard recited: ( A Captain of a company of the 
Guards came to the grand 3 to attend his regiment to Hyde 
Park on a general held. day: after parading in front of his regiment 
for ſeveral minutes, in ſearch of his own company, which he could 
not find, he turned round to the Adjutant, and requeſted to know 
why it was not formed with the battalion? the Adjutant replied, 
I was, and pointed to the company. This miſtake produced no 
ſmall diverſion to the gentlemen of the carpe, who thought that 
he might at leaſt have known his non-commiſſioned Officers. 
The Captain, with great good humour, candidly confeſſed he 
miſſed one of his ſoldiers who had a large noſe. The poor fellow 
had been that day left ſick in thę regimental hoſpital.” No one 
will doubt the probability of this anecdote, who totals how 
ſeldom a Captain of the Guards ſees his men, or has an oppor- 
tunity of even hearing their names called over. 


THE GUARDS BEING OFFICERED BY MEN OF THE 

FIRST DISTINCTION AND FORTUNE, IS, IN ITS 
CONSEQUENCES, DETRIMENTAL To THE SER- 
VICE. | 


SINCE their firſt inſtitution to the preſent day, numerous 
volunteers have been upon the liſt for preferment. An ambition for 
the moſt honourable ſituation is laudable. To give preference to the 


' honour of ſerving in a corps attending more immediately on the 
- perſon of Majeſty, is natural: but with theſe advantages, and the 
: ſuperior rank affixed to the Guards, Is the duty better done? For 

| D the 
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the reaſons already aſſigned, and thoſe which ſhall follow, I 


anſwer, No. Many Officers enter the ſervice in your Majeſty's 
Guards, for the mere purpoſe of being entitled to wear a cockade. 


The duty they have to attend, they make only an amuſement; 


for, on the eve of a war, we find reſignations in abundance. By 
young Officers ſucceeding to thoſe of experience, the ſervice is 
injured. For this conduct two reaſons may be aſſigned. Thoſe 
who give in their reſignations, are generally men of fortune, averſe 
to that ſubordination which is neceſſary for ſoldiers. every where 
except in St. James's Park. An Officer who reſigns on theſe 
emergencies, may perhaps be betrothed or married to a woman 
whom he loves: in this inſtance he is naturally induced to give 
up every other purſuit, for the ſoft endearments of connubial 


bliſs and domeſtic enjoyment, 


Another cuſtom in its conſequences pernicious to the ſervice, 
is, that Officers from marching regiments, ſhould, by exchange, 
be ſuffered to enter into the Foot Guards, This evil, for ſo 1 
muſt term it, ariſes Hs the Lieutenant Colonels of marching 
regiments frequently exchanging with thoſe Captains of com- 
panies in the Guards who have equal rank in the Army. 


The Lieutenant Colonel from a marching regiment, when he 
exchanges into the Guards, has either a matrimonial view, and 
gives the virtuous metropolis the preference; or a ſeat in the Houſe 
of Commons, where no Officer ſhould be allowed to fit, his 
attendance being required to do his duty with his regiment ; or 
| perhaps 


1 
perhaps he enters his ſecond childhood, and wiſhes to parade the 
faſhionable ſtreets at the Court end of the town, with all the 


effeminacy of a young Enſign, being tired of more active and 
manly purſuits. po 


Let us next view the awkward ſituation in which a Captain 
who has quitted the Guards muſt be placed, on taking the com- 
mand of a marching regiment as Lieutenant Colonel, If he ex- 
changed from pecuniary motives, a circumſtance which I fear is 
too often the caſe, and has not paid proper attention to art 
militaire, he will make a very poor figure before thoſe veterans who 
are found in marching regiments, and in general ſo well acquainted 
with every manæuvre of a battalion, that they will ridicule his 
Ignorance. | 


In taking a curſory view of this mode of exchange, it may be 
neceſſary to ſhew, why it is detrimental to the ſervice. Firſt, 
then, becauſe it is to be ſuppoſed, that an Officer of experience, 
who is taken from the head of a marching regiment to command 
a company in the Guards, has, from the ſubordinate ſtation in 
which he is now placed, no opportunity of diſplaying the military 
knowledge he may poſſeſs. On the other hand, a Captain from 
the Guards, with little or no military {kill, is ſent to command a 
marching regiment. Though I readily admit that 1 know ſome 
good Officers in the Guards, that corps is beſt calculated for 
diſſipated young men of pleaſure, fortune and faſhion, and thoſe 
| 3 Officers 


a | 
Officers of marching regiments, who are tired of the active move- 
ments inſeparable from Infantry. 


* 


RANK OF THE OFFICERS OF FOOT GUARDS DETRI- 
| MENTAL TO THE SERVICE. 


A Lieuteriant of the Guards, who ranks as a Captain in the 
Army, on n ſucceeding to a Company, gains the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. I, without heſitation, pronounce this rapid riſe preju- 
dicial to the ſervice. It is hurtful to the ſervice, 'to give partial 
rank to Officers of the Guards. This will be clearly exemplified 
by inſpecting the Army Liſt for the preſent year, where your 
Majeſty will ſee many young men Captains of companies in the 
Guards, and very old Lieutenant Colonels in the line. From 
hence it will appear, that if the rank goes on as rapidly for a 
few Wee to bee Ki Hos r. E time paſt, the ; Fore of 
Officers to command ey regiment of foot in the ſervice. Now, 
if we admit the effeminacy of the Officers of your Majeſty” I 
corps of Foot Guards; the little opportunity they have of wit- 
neſſing real military manæuvre, and contingencies depending 
thereon, by their fixed Ration ; we conſequently muſt allow muck 
imperfection in the internal diſcipline of that body, which, if 
it does not | always, will. generatly' Wer detrimental to the 
n. 


PREVENTION. 


IS 


- PREVENTION. 


HAVING now arrived at the grand climax of the ſubject, I 
ſhall endeavour to ſuggeſt a plan, comprehended in a very few 
words, to prevent the ſuppoſed effeminacy attributed to the Officers 
who compoſe the corps of Foot Guards, and to render eſſential 
and permanent ſervices on veteran principles. The plan I there- 
fore take the liberty to propoſe, is, That the corps of your 

Majeſty's Foot Guards ſhould be ordered to take the duty in 
routine with thoſe of marching regiments of Infantry, including in 
their route, England, Scotland, Ireland, and Gibraltar, but no 
other place beyond the ſeas, except in time of war. By adopting 
this mode, effeminacy would be entirely rooted out; thoſe gentle- 
men who volunteer to officer the Guards for mere pleaſure and 
amuſement, would relinquiſh their commiſſions and ſinecures, and 
others would be ſubſtituted in their room, whoſe pride and 
ambition to know the duty of a ſoldier, might, in the iſſue, produce 
the moſt manly achievements. In purſuing this plan of reform, 
ſix battalions, or more, of marching Infantry, might be ordered to 
do the duty of St. James's, yearly, or longer as it might be 
thought expedient. By this means your Majeſty would in a few 
years have the opportunity of reviewing veterans whoſe hairs are 
filvered o'er in the ſervice of their country, and ſeeing your whole 
army. | 
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T ARMY IN GENERAL, WITH REFERENCE TO 
F l CORPS. OF FOOT GUARDS. 


| HAVING ſuggeſted the mode. of 1 5 1 diſcipline requiſite t to 


promote the good of the ſervice, it 18 unneceſſary to treſpaſs any 


longer on, your: Majeſty's time, eſpecially as, by this mode, the 


duty of the Foot Guards bears ſuch affinity to the duty of the 


Line, that there is no new ground to traverſe; I ſhall therefore 


ſolicit the liberty to make ſome obſervations reſpecting the Pro- 
motions of the ** in general. 


There are 6 few Officers af he Britiſh Army, who have not, in 


| their military capacity, had real cauſe of complaint by the 
injuſtice too often done them in the line of promotion. The 


mode of coming into your Majeſty's Army by purchaſe, unleſs 


managed with more impartiality, ought not to ſubſiſt. Its hurt 


to the ſervice in general is reprobated by brave veterans, not 


only i in our own, but foreign countries, where ſuch practices do 


not exiſt. To ſee a boy ſtep, by purchaſe, over the heads of old 
Officers, who have fought and bled in the ſervice of their country, 
is too mortifying a proſpect. It wounds the feelings of mere- 


torious Officers, whoſe length of ſervice juſtly entitles them to 


attention and reward. 


I know it is the with of ſome great Officers, to have the Army 


Put pon a more reſpeQable footing ; and their ww iſe ideas extend 


thus 


13 


(nl b 
thus far, that it can only be acquired by inviting young men of 
great fortune to enter the ſervice, no matter of what extraction. 
But all their reaſonings put together, ſhall never make me ſacrifice 
my opinion at the expence of ſaying what I do not think; and 
whilſt I allow that there are ſome exceptions, I muſt alſo beg leave 
to aſſert, that I hardly ever knew an Officer who was a man of 
large fortune, pay a ſtrict attention to his duty. No, no; the 
duty of the Army is done by Gentlemen's ſons of circumſcribed 


fortunes, which will not afford diſſipation, and other ee 
ne ompatible with the _ of a ner: 


PAY OF THE ARMY. 


ANOTHER object conſiderable in its magnitude, and deſtrue- 
tive in its conſequences, is the Pay of the Army. Ever ſince the 
reign of Queen Anne, almoſt a century ago, there has been no 
augmentation to the Pay of either Officers or Privates, though 
every neceſſary i in life is, I may venture to affirm, taking it at an 
average, treble the price it was during the reign of that Princeſs. 
When we witneſs the continual advance of wages to every other 
profeſſion, in conſequence of the high prices affixed to each 
article of living, 1s it not ſurprizing,--nay, is it not an inſult to 
the generoſity of Engliſhmen ; the richeſt, happieſt, and moſt 
enviable people on earth; to ſuppoſe that they would have a 
ſhadow of heſitation to · contribute with chearfulneſs to advance 
the Pay of the Army; Can an Enſign, who muſt ſupport the 


dignity 


1 
dignity which his ſituation requires, live on three ſhillings and 
ſixpence per day? Can a brave faithful ſoldier, who riſks his 

life on all occaſions to promote the intereſt of his country, exiſt 
on ſixpence? Engliſhmen have a nobleneſs of ſoul, a generoſity 
beyond other nations; this your Majeſty. knows, and glories in 
the ſovereignty over ſo brave a people. Let we have not one 
| Member in the Houſe of Commons, who is diſintereſted enough 
to ſtand forward in that aſſembly. of the, nation; and clain 
advance of, pay - o the beſt | [tr09ps- in the ond. ri, a 


Soldiers. | IA 1 el at 89 ot 
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To protect, and do juſtice to ſuch an uſeful body of men, 
many expenditures of the public money might be curtailed. 
This I do not preſume to dückate. To the wiſdom of the 
Legiſlature L leave It. If 91055 


| 1 beg 8 however, to \ ſuggeſt c one n cloſely con- 

nected with the ſubject, and that is, the reduction of the Half- 
Pay Liſt, by bringing all Officers on that eſtabliſhment, who 
were reduced laſt war, and are now fit for ſervice, on full 
pay, when vacancies happen. This would be doing juſtice to 
many gallant, deſerving men, as well as prove a great ſaving 
to the country. Had their ſituations. been conſidered when the 
independent companies were firſt i in agitation to be raiſed laſt 
year, a confiderable- reduction in the Half-Pay Liſt would have 
taken place, as great numbers of Officers, with a view of 


5 promotion, 
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promotion, would have raiſed men. Inſtead of this, through a 


miſtaken idea at the War Office, every young Officer on full 


pay, at hand, was invited to give in his name, provided he was 


willing to raiſe men for a ſtep, which of courſe was accepted by 
thoſe who had money; in conſequeuce of which, Enſigns got 
Lieutenancies who had never ſeen their regiments, and Lieu- 
tenants companies, ſeveral of whom were not of ſix months 
ſtanding : nor were the ſituations of the Gentlemen on the Half- 
Pay Liſt thought of, till numbers were at the great expence of 
coming from all quarters, to ſubſtantiate their claim to promotion; 
many of whom came too late, which might have been prevented, 


if circular letters had been ſent at the | time their ſervices ſhould 
have been conſidered. 


This economical reform would leſſen the burthens of the 


Public; would alſo aſſiſt their liberal and noble efforts in aug- 


menting the Pay of the Army, which might be levied generouſly) 
though with economy. Excluſive of the ſatisfaction your 
Majeſty's ſubjects would enj oy in contributing to the ſupport 
of your Army, it would alſo convince other Powers, that Britain 
amply provides for her forces, and they, in return, will bravely 

guard her coaſt from every foreign invaſion. 

I have the honour to be, 

With profound reſpect, 

| Your Majeſty's 

5 5 Moſt devoted, humble ſervant, cee. 
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